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Claim Amendments 

What is claimed is: 

1. (currently amended) A computer-implemented method for planning [[an]] a virtual 
arrangement of beverage equipment on a virtual countertop work surface, the method comprising 
the steps of: 

providing an interface having a graphical representation of the virtual countertop work 
surface; 

providing on the interface a graphical representation of at least one piece of beverage 
equipment for placement on the virtual countertop work surface ; and 

iteratively allowing a user to select a piece of beverage equipment and place a graphical 
representation of the selected beverage equipment onto the graphical representation of the virtual 
countertop work surface. 

2. (currently amended) The method of claim 1 , further comprising the steps of: 
selecting [[an]] a virtual countertop work surface area value, the virtual countertop work 

surface area value being an area having at least one of a width dimension and a length 
dimension; 

setting an open space value to the virtual countertop work surface area value; 

attributing a space demand value to each piece of selected beverage equipment; 

iteratively calculating a used space value by taking a sum of the space demand values for 
each piece of selected beverage equipment; and 

iteratively recalculating the open space value by subtracting the used space value from 
the virtual countertop work surface area value. 

3. (original) The method of claim 2, further comprising calculating the space demand 
value by multiplying a length dimension by a width dimension for the selected equipment. 
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4. (currently amended) The method of claim 2, further comprising the step of preventing 
the user from placing the graphical representation of the beverage equipment if so doing would 
exceed the available open space on the graphical representation of the virtual countertop work 
surface. 

5. (canceled) 

6. (currently amended) The method of claim 2, further comprising allowing the user to at 
least one of delete or move one or more of the graphical representations of the selected pieces of 
beverage equipment. 

7. (currently amended) The method of claim 2, further comprising allowing the user to 
move one or more of the placed graphical representations to alternative locations on the 
graphical representation of the virtual countertop work surface. 

8. (original) The method of claim 1, further comprising providing at least a graphical 
representation of a piece of beverage equipment as the type of equipment which can be selected. 

9. (currently amended) A computer-implemented method for planning [[an]] a virtual 
arrangement of beverage equipment on a surface having a selected area value and projecting 
income related to the arrangement, the method comprising the steps of: 

providing an interface having a graphical representation of the virtual countertop work 

surface; 

providing on the interface a graphical representation of at least one piece of beverage 
equipment for placement on the virtual countertop work surface ; [[and]] 

iteratively allowing a user to select a piece of equipment and place a graphical 
representation of the selected beverage equipment onto the graphical representation of the virtual 
countertop work surface to create a particular equipment configuration; 

assigning a cost value to the beverage equipment configuration; 

calculating a projected income value for the beverage equipment configuration; and 

displaying a profitability report based on the cost value and projected income value. 
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10. (original) The method of claim 9, further comprising the step of calculating the cost 
value by referencing a cost per unit value entered by the user. 

1 1 . (previously presented) The method of claim 9, further comprising the step of 
calculating the cost value by referencing to a cost per unit value retrieved from a set of default 

values. 

12. (original) The method of claim 1 1 , further comprising allowing the user to override 
one or more of the set of default values. 

13. (original) The method of claim 9, further comprising having the step of calculating an 
income be referencing a projected price per serving value and a projected number of daily sold 
servings value. 

14. (original) The method of claim 13, further comprising allowing the user to modify the 
projected price per serving value and the projected number of daily sold servings value. 

15. (original) The method of claim 13, further comprising calculating and displaying a 
pay- for-itself time period value for a selected piece of beverage equipment in the beverage bar 
configuration. 

16. (original) The method of claim 13, further comprising referencing a projected number 
of daily refills value and a projected charge per refill value to determine the income value. 

17-18. (canceled) 

1 9. (original) The method of claim 1 8, further comprising having the printout include a 
specification sheet for each piece of selected equipment in the equipment configuration. 
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20. (original) The method of claim 19, further having the specification sheet include a 
profit value for a particular period attributed to the piece of selected equipment. 

2 1 . (currently amended) The method of claim 9, further having the profitability report 
include a profit value for a selected time period, the profit calculation value being calculated for 
all selected beverage equipment in the virtual beverage equipment configuration. 

22. (original) The method of claim 9, further comprising providing at least a graphical 
representation of a piece of beverage equipment as the type of equipment which can be selected. 

23. (currently amended) A computer-implemented method for planning [[an]] a virtual 
arrangement of beverage equipment on a virtual countertop work surface having a selected area 
value and projecting income related to the arrangement, the method comprising the steps of: 

providing an interface having a graphical representation of the virtual countertop work 

surface; 

providing on the interface a graphical representation of at least one piece of beverage 
equipment for placement on the virtual countertop work surface ; [[and]] 

iteratively allowing a user to select a piece of beverage equipment and place a graphical 
representation of the selected beverage equipment onto the graphical representation of the virtual 
countertop work surface to create a particular equipment configuration; 

assigning a cost value to the equipment configuration; 

calculating a projected income value for the equipment configuration; 

displaying a profitability report based on the cost value and projected income value; and 

allowing the user to connect via a communication network to an interface for purchasing 
at least one of the pieces of beverage equipment in the beverage equipment configuration. 

24. (canceled) 

25. (original) The method of claim 24, further comprising having the interface for 
purchasing be a web site of a seller of the equipment in the equipment configuration. 



-5- 



Application No. 10/538,596 



Atty. Docket No.: 27726-99600 



26. (canceled) 

27. (currently amended) The method of claim 23, further comprising generating an email 
to a selected seller of the beverage equipment in the beverage equipment configuration 
requesting information about the equipment in the equipment configuration. 

28 -30. (canceled) 



